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Happy March
B Y  M S .  C O U R T N E Y  E L L I O T T

So, enough seriousness…So, Christmas
was awhile ago. Because of the
pandemic, I, along with the rest of the
world, decided I would do most of my
shopping online. A parent of ours, who
I will not name (Karen Smiley), shared
a Facebook page with me that has the
most AMAZING deals ever, mostly on
Amazon. So, Christmas has come and
gone, right? Well, not at the Elliott
household! The packages just keep
showing up at our house. My husband
is baffled how Christmas was done
over 2 months ago yet packages keep
showing up. I think it is a mystery (HA!).
Sometimes I tell him it was one of
those items I really wanted to get
someone for a gift but they were on
backorder….and he buys it and
sometimes he buys it (get it?)! Moral of
the story? I’m not sure.  But what I will
tell you, whoever said money can’t buy
happiness clearly does not have
Amazon Prime!

Happy March to the best staff EVER! 
 I hope you are getting back into the
groove of coming in the building
more regularly.  I hope to be able to
see each of you EVERY DAY!  I just
want to be normal (well, as normal
as I can be, I guess).  Either way, the
admin team miss you!  I think Bettie
and Tiya may miss you more
because they are probably getting
tired of us!

 I would like to welcome our newest
Instructional Assistant, Mrs.
Shametress Collins-Lightfoot! Mrs.
Lightfoot comes to us with several
community ties. She and her
husband run their own non-profit,
youth football and cheer
organization. When you see her in
your travels, be sure to introduce
yourself and welcome her to Choices
Academy!



TEACHER OF THE YEAR

NOMINATIONS

by Courtney Elliott

 I am pleased to say, this year, we

have 4 teachers that have been

nominated; one of them nominated

TWICE! That says a lot since we have

such a small staff. Congratulations to

the following teachers for being

nominated for Choices Academy

Teacher of the Year: Donna

Chalmers, Tracy Finnegan, Chris

Hatton and Devin Smith. No matter

who moves forward, we will be well

represented! Congratulations to all

nominees!

A SHOUT OUT to Ms. Bettie for her

hard work with the MD Food Bank.

She has worked hard the last 3 years

to provide our families with the food

necessities! Over the last 3 years,

Choices Academy has handed out

30,559.33 lbs. of food! Holy cow! And

to make it even more meaningful,

our staff have been the ones to hand

out or deliver all this food. What an

outstanding job! Kudos to all those

who have helped out! A special

THANK YOU to Mrs. Chalmers for

letting us steal her room all the time.

SHOUT OUT TO MS. BETTIE!

by Courtnie Elliott
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by Courtney Elliott

WELCOME BACK!

It is hard to believe we are already in
March! Where has the time gone? One
year ago, this whole pandemic began. It
has shifted the way the world functions
almost 100%! Who would have ever
thought we would have to wear a mask
EVERYWHERE we go? And still be
learning/teaching in a virtual setting?
Surely not me! I cannot wait until the
day we are back to “normal!” In the
meantime, please stay safe!

In the past month, we have welcomed
back students in the building that chose
the hybrid setting. Our high school
students are attending on
Monday/Tuesday while our middle
school students are here on
Thursday/Friday. we have several
students that are really thriving and
doing a great job! Our January Student
of the Month was Jeremy McIntyre.
Jeremy was also one of our winners in
the past month for the attendance
incentive. Keep up the great work,
Jeremy! For February, Jada Gaskins was
recognized as Student of the Month.
Jada has been doing amazing! She is
knocking out classes in Edmentum and
getting ahead of the game.  
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CHOICES HIGH SCHOOL SCIENCE TEACHER

FUN FACTS ABOUT
MR. HATTON 

·   He and his family
drove cross-country
this summer and
got to see Mesa
Verde, the Grand
Canyon, Chaco
Canyon,
Yellowstone, and
the Badlands.  
 
· He loves 
 studying/learning
about rocks, fossils
and the
environment. 

- He loves all things
science fiction and
got to meet Peter
Capaldi (Dr. Who)
in 2019. 
·       
·      

. Mr. Hatton is an
avid Comic Book
fan.  He likes both
Marvel and DC
Comics.

-Mr. Hatton is also
learning a lot
about anime as a
Wi Hi Anime club
Mentor.

-Mr. Hatton is an
awesome chef and
cooks dinner for his
family almost every
night. He especially
likes to grill!

"I never teach my students; I only

attempt to provide the conditions in

which they can learn."  Albert

Einstein



WE DIDN'T
FORGET

FEBRUARY
CELEBRANTS

JAHEIM STALLINGS 2/6

SHAMETRESS COLLINS-LIGHTFOOT

2/9

TIYA BETHEA (2/20)

BRADY DASHIELL (2/27)

 

HOPE YOU HAD THE HAPPIEST
BIRTHDAY!



AWESOME MARCH
CELEBRANTS!

Breonna Hopkins 3/9

Wyatt Santolin 3/22

Amanda Hopkins 3/26

 

Here's wishing the happiest of birthdays to the

FROM CHOICES ACADEMY STAFF!



THANK A SOCIAL WORKER!

TO WHOM MUCH IS GIVEN, MUCH IS REQUIRED 
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MARCH IS SOCIAL WORK MONTH

March is School Social Work Month. We are so very lucky to have two of the best working
with our students and staff. Ms. Angela Blake is our social worker who oversees the high
school caseload. She has several connections with the city and has been able to offer our
students multiple experiences. Mrs. Amanda Hopkins works with our middle school
students. She is so gifted and has a way to connect with all her students. She also works
hard to connect with our families to provide them the necessary resources to help them
during this difficult time. Ms. Blake and Mrs. Hopkins, thank you for your dedication,
empathy and continued support to the students, families, and staff of Choices Academy! We
appreciate you so much! You are irreplaceable!

Written by COURTNEY ELLIOTT




